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Start with friendship. Start with kindness. Start with adventure. Start with reading. Start with 

problem solving. Start with sharing. Start with perseverance. Start with health. Start with 

technology. Start with literacy. Start with math. Start with language. Start with understanding. 

Start with creativity. Start with inquiry. Start with curiosity. Start with communication. Start with 

music. Start with books. Start with engagement. Start with positivity. Start with movement. 

Start with play. Start with family. Start with community. Start with joy. Start with love. Start 

with friendship. Start with a strong foundation. Start with adventure. Start with reading. 	  

Start with problem-solving. Start with Scholastic. Start with perseverance. Start with health. Start 

with technology. Start with literacy. Start with math. Start with language. Start with understanding. 

Start with creativity. Start with inquiry. Start with curiosity. Start with communication. Start with 

music. Start with books. Start with engagement. Start with positivity. Start with movement. Start 

with play. Start with family. Start with community. Start with joy. Start with love. Start with friendship. 

Start with kindness. Start with adventure. Start with reading. Start with problem solving. Start 

with sharing. Start with perseverance. Start with health. Start with technology. Start with literacy. 

Start with math. Start with language. Start with understanding. Start with creativity. Start with 

inquiry. Start with curiosity. Start with communication. Start with music. Start with perseverance. 

Start with health. Start with technology. Start with literacy. Start with math. Start with language. 

Start with understanding. Start with creativity. Start with inquiry. Start with curiosity. Start with 

communication. Start with music. Start with books. Start with engagement. Start with positivity. 

Start with movement. Start with play. Start with family. Start with community. Start with joy. Start 

with love. Start with friendship. Start with kindness. Start with adventure. Start with reading. Start 

with problem solving. Start with sharing. Start with perseverance. Start with health. Start with 

technology. Start with literacy. Start with math. Start with language. Start with understanding. Start 

with creativity. Start with inquiry. Start with curiosity. Start with communication. Start with music. 

Start with a strong foundation. Start with Scholastic.

Early Childhood Solutions
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AT SCHOLASTIC, 

We Start with a Strong Foundation, 
So Young Learners Can Too.
We start with a whole-child approach.
Like you, we believe strong learning foundations are built in preschool. Early childhood is the 
most significant period of developmental growth when children build their cognitive, social, 
and emotional learning competencies. We base our curricula, supplemental resources, and 
family engagement tools on all facets of our growing learners as they get ready to thrive in 
school and beyond.
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AT SCHOLASTIC, 

We Start with a Strong Foundation, 
So Young Learners Can Too.

Tricia A. Zucker, Ph.D.

Dr. Zucker is the Associate Director of the Children’s Learning Institute at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston. Dr. Zucker’s groundbreaking 

research addresses the foundations of language learning in Strive-for-Five 

Conversations co-authored with Dr. Sonia Q. Cabell.

Jie-Qi Chen, Ph.D.

Dr. Chen is the founder of the Early Math 

Collaborative at the Erikson Institute. Her work 

supports play-based mathematical learning.

Linda C. Mayes, M.D.

Dr. Mayes is the Director of the Yale Child Study 

Center. Her work supports the critical roles of 

literacy and wellness.

Access Scholastic’s full 
research library online!

We start with expertise.
We partner with some of the most respected researchers and revered practitioners in  
early education. These partnerships ensure that our programs not only captivate learners,  
but provide the most effective instructional practices to meet the needs of both 
educators and students. 

We start with research.
Research informs everything we do. We build on research-based evidence and then 
measure what we’ve built to ensure our solutions are effective. That way, you have the 
knowledge and assurance you need when selecting programs for your learners.

Some of our authors and advisors include:

THE SCIENCE  
OF READING

IN PRACTICE

THE SCIENCE  OF READING  IN PRACTICE

“ Reading Above the Fray speaks to something near and dear to my 

heart—the power of early literacy to lead to lifelong learning and 

immeasurable opportunities. With clarity and precision, Dr. Lindsey

cuts through the distracting noise around reading instructioxn.

Her book should be required reading in preservice and inservice 

programs. With it, we can chart a course forward to literacy for all.”

— SHARIF EL-MEKKI, Chief Executive Officer, Center 

for Black Educator Development

“ One of the best books I’ve read on decoding and phonics. With 

passion for teaching, Dr. Lindsey interprets reading science in

ways that are directly transferable to the classroom. Her book is

chock full of techniques, activities, and strategies—a veritable

‘go-to’ resource. This is exactly the kind of translational work 

the field needs!”
— HEIDI ANNE MESMER, Professor of Literacy 

Education, Virginia Tech
“ In Reading Above the Fray, Julia masterfully connects the deep

research base on how kids learn to read to what teachers can do

tomorrow in their classrooms. What I love even more about the

book is her focus on the joy of helping students develop the tools 

they need to achieve reading success.”— SUSANNE NOBLES, Chief Academic Officer, 

ReadWorks

Julia Lindsey’s evidence-backed routines help young

readers decode words efficiently so they can spend 

more energy on comprehending—and enjoying— 

what they read! You’ll find:• need-to-know essentials of how kids learn to read.

• principles of high-quality foundational skills instruction.

• teacher-approved instructional “swaps” to improve

practice tomorrow. Lindsey addresses content learning, culturally responsive 

instruction, and the importance of engaging readers.

JULIA LINDSEY, Ph.D.,  a  former first-grade teacher and self-proclaimed “phonics geek,” has worked with teachers, district personnel, curriculum developers, and others to translate reading research into practice. She currentlyworks as the Early Literacy Manager for Reading Reimagined, an inclusive research and developmentprogram.
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FIVE
A Framework That Gets Kids  
Talking to Accelerate Their  

Language Comprehension & Literacy 
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A Holistic Approach  to Teaching Early Childhood Mathematics Written by Jie-Qi Chen, Ph.D.
Founder, Early Math Collaborative at the Erikson Institute
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FOUNDATION 
PAPER

Scholastic R.E.A.L.
An Interactive Read-Aloud  

Mentoring Program

NOVEMBER 2023

TOPIC
PAPER

MARCH 2023

Home Libraries

The Impact of Home Libraries on Academic 

Achievement, Economic Success, and Health

TOPIC
PAPER

Reading for Life:
The Impact of Youth Literacy on  Health Outcomes

MAY 2023

Children have a deep 
need to be understood  

by their teachers. By using the 
Strive-for-Five Framework, you 

show them you want to hear 
what they have to say.

— Zucker and Cabell,  
Strive-for-Five Conversations
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PreK On My Way and PreK On My Way en español are 

comprehensive PreK programs that welcome every child 

into the classroom—along with their individual culture, 

language, interests, and abilities—building on their 

strengths as they take the next step on their  

learning adventure!

Using developmentally appropriate best practices for early 

childhood learning and education as informed by the 

Yale Child Study Center, our evidence-based approach 

was created in partnership with leading researchers and 

educators from the Children’s Learning Institute (CLI) and 

the Yale Child Study Center. With guidance from leaders 

at the Early Math Collaborative at Erikson Institute, PreK 

On My Way also celebrates mathematical thinking through 

everyday experiences. PreK On My Way features:

PreK On My Way is available as a 

full comprehensive curriculum or 

as stand-alone modules—Literacy, 

Language, and Math.
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GUIDE
IMPLEMENTATION

Scholastic Inc., 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012 
Printed in the U.S.A.

The comprehensive early childhood 
program that uses authentic books and 

purposeful play to ensure all children 
develop the foundational skills 

they need for a lifelong 
love of learning!
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in common   
RepeatSay this phrase after me: in common.

Define When people, things, or animals have something in 

common, it means they each have it.

Describe These dogs are different, but they have many features in 

common, such as four legs, a tail, and fur.

Act It OutPretend you and a friend have the same silly walk in 

common. Do the walk together.   

INTRODUCE

in common   
RepeatSay these words after me: in common.

Define When people, things, or animals have something in 

common, it means they each have it.

Discuss What other things do these dogs have in common? 

Repeat, rephrase, or expand.

RETEACH
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confused   RepeatSay this word after me: confused.

Define When someone is confused, he or she doesn’t understand 

what someone is saying or what is happening.

Describe The boy in the picture is confused. What do you notice 

about his face?Act It OutPretend you are confused. Show your confused face.   

INTRODUCE

confused   RepeatSay this word after me: confused.

Define When someone is confused, he or she doesn’t understand 

what someone is saying or what is happening.

Discuss Look at this picture. Why do you think the boy is 

confused? Repeat, rephrase, or expand.

RETEACH
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EC3-5_VC_Eng_Lang_T4W04   6

21/10/19   11:00 AM

Language

VOCABULARY

978-1-
338-64356-5. T

M ®
 & ©

 Sch
olas

tic
 In

c. A
ll r

ights 
res

erv
ed

. ©
 VaLiza

/Shutte
rst

ock.

family   RepeatSay this word after me: family.
Define A family is a group of animals, people, or plants that are 

closely related or connected in some way.

Describe All the cats in the picture are part of the cat family.

Act It OutLet’s pretend we are all cats with sharp teeth and claws.   

INTRODUCE

family   RepeatSay this word after me: family.
Define A family is a group of animals, people, or plants that are 

closely related or connected in some way.

Discuss There are many different cats in this picture. What makes 

them all part of the same family? 
Repeat, rephrase, or expand.

RETEACH

Discover Animals | 4.4.1

EC3-5_VC_Eng_Lang_T4W04   4

21/10/19   11:00 AM

  Sidney Hall
ilustrado por  Laura Watson

EC3-5_Flipchart_Front Cover.indd   1
10/29/19   10:44 AM

GUÍA DE 
IMPLEMENTACIÓN

Scholastic Inc., 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012 
Printed in the U.S.A.

El programa integral para la primera 
infancia que utiliza libros auténticos y 
juegos con propósito para garantizar  
que todos los niños desarrollen las 
habilidades básicas que necesitan  

para aprender y siempre  
quieran aprender más.

GUÍA DE IM
PLEM

ENTACIÓ
N

Educators start with products that make their classrooms  
safe, joyful, and learning-rich environments.

A Full PreK Curriculum

  �Developmentally appropriate instruction for language, literacy, 

math, and content-area domains

  �Social, emotional, and executive functioning skills development

  �Robust digital resources to enhance instruction and empower 

family engagement

  �High-quality authentic and culturally diverse books in English 

and Spanish

Available  in 

English and 

Spanish

2



Bring a world of joyful learning to your preschool 

classrooms with fun, knowledge-building magazines! 

Issues of My Big World focus on seasonal science, 

social studies, and social development themes and 

include fun activities to extend learning. 

Watch & Learn Library provides hundreds of 

curriculum-aligned videos, in English and Spanish, 

that build learning excitement and launch new 

lessons of discovery.

3

We looked at several curricula. The PreK On My Way 

curriculum stood out to me because it had everything 

that I was looking for. It had math, it had science, 

it had, of course, vocabulary, literacy, and social-

emotional learning. That part is SO important right 

now…it actually sealed the deal for me.

–�Kimberly Wooden 

Director of Extended Programs and Early Childhood

3

Magazines and Digital Media that Deliver the World to the Classroom



These high-quality classroom libraries for ages 0–5 

include read-aloud guides with embedded support 

for children at each stage of development—across all 

domains of learning.

The Bookflix digital learning resource thematically 

pairs fiction and nonfiction titles to bridge beginning 

readers in their journey from learning to read to 

reading to learn. 

This read-aloud program, featuring illustrated big 

books, combines language and literacy learning with 

social and emotional development to foster a positive 

classroom culture.

Learners start with relevant and representative title collections 

that set them on the path to a lifetime of literacy.

Titles Readers Love—on the Page and on the Screen

®

4

Rich Read-Aloud Titles for Your Earliest Learners



Seamlessly integrate life skills into literacy instruction 

with classroom collections that combine authentic 

literature, structured conversations, and resources. 

  �Byron V. Garrett, creator of the Life and 

Literacy Skills Library, is the Executive Vice 

President of Government Partnerships at 

United Way Worldwide.

Reading to young 
children, beginning even in 

early infancy, has a lasting effect 
on language, literacy, and early 
reading skills, and what they’re 

learning when you read with them 
has an effect four years later 
when they’re about to begin 

elementary school.1

51 Reading with children starting in infancy gives lasting literacy boost. (May 2017). American Academy of Pediatrics.
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Families and mentors start the learning journey  
at home, in the community, and in the world!

These easy-to-use kits foster powerful connections 

between home and school as families engage in their 

children’s prekindergarten education.

Extend high-quality learning throughout the summer 

months with our engaging take-home packs. Each 

pack equips children and families with the resources 

they need to stay on track for success.

Curated by Head Start providers, and developed with 

Too Small to Fail, these books promote early literacy 

development with bilingual support and fun ideas 

families can use to talk, read, sing, and play together.
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With someone at home, cut out yellow, red, and blue 

colors from magazines or catalogs.  Glue each color 

onto the matching color cup.  Or draw pictures with 

crayons or markers.

by  Alan Baker

White Rabbit’s Color Book

yellow

red

blue

Program Guide

1

Talking is Teaching: Talk, Read, Sing

Indoor Activities Kit
Family
Book Bundle

School Readiness and At-Home Libraries

The likelihood of being on track in literacy and numeracy ‘almost 

doubled if at least one book was available in a student’s home’.1

Available in 

English and 

Spanish

Bilingual

1 �Manu, A., Ewerling, F., Barros, A. J. D., & Victora, C. G. (2019). Association between availability of children’s book and the literacy-numeracy skills of children 
aged 36 to 59 months: Secondary analysis of the UNICEF multiple-indicator cluster surveys covering 35 countries. Journal of Global Health, 9(1).
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Scholastic R.E.A.L. is a “shared reading,” literacy-based 

mentoring program that has everything you need to recruit 

reading mentors from your community and equip them 

with books and materials to support academic success, 

inspire a love of reading, and expand home libraries.

  �Maximize community partnerships with positive role models.

   �Build access to diverse books for children to grow their  
home libraries.

  �Provide opportunities for community leaders to reinforce 
literacy efforts.

  �Strengthen real-world application from inside the classroom 
and beyond.

®
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Addressing the Whole Child

Explore how story time, music, dance, dramatic  

play, visual arts, and active conversations help 

children develop their sense of well-being and  

early literacy skills. 

  Three-Hour Session   

  �Virtual or In-Person 

Developing Literacy through 
Environment and Dramatic Play

Learn how to be intentional when creating a literacy-

rich classroom environment. 

  Three-Hour Session   

  �Virtual or In-Person 

Building Comprehension and  
Read-Alouds

Delve into the key elements of read-alouds and 

discover new strategies to build comprehension! 

  Three-Hour Session   

  �Virtual or In-Person 

Supporting Early Literacy Development

Build continuity from PreK–K to the first grade. 

  Three-Hour Session   

  �Virtual or In-Person 

8

High-quality instruction starts with training and resources  

for brilliant educators like you.

Live Professional Learning Sessions

Instructional Coaching fosters continuous 
professional growth through personalized and 
ongoing collaboration with our expert coaches! 
We offer in-classroom and virtual coaching 
support. Contact us for more details.
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Revolutionary Love for 
the Early Childhood 
Classrooms 
by Gloria Swindler Boutte, Kamania 
Wynter-Hoyte, and Nathaniel Brian

Three teacher educators show how 
to create environments that nurture 
young Black children’s brilliance.

The Educator’s Guide 
to Understanding Child 
Development
by Linda C. Mayes, M.D.

Designed to inform educators’ 
practice with a solid grounding in 
child development, this title offers  
accessible information on child 
development based on brain research 
and psychology.

Reading Above the Fray

by Julia B. Lindsey

Dr. Julia B. Lindsey’s evidence-

based routines help young readers 

decode words efficiently so 

they can spend more energy on 

comprehending—and enjoying—

what they read!

Strive-For-Five 
Conversations

by Tricia A. Zucker and  

Sonia Q. Cabell

This book gives time-strapped 

teachers a power tool: the “Strive-

for-Five” conversation framework.

Everyone Wins!
by Karen L. Mapp, Anne T. Henderson, 
Stephany Cuevas, Martha C. Franco, 
and Suzanna Ewert

A Harvard-based team makes a 

compelling case for investing in 

evidence-based family-engagement 

practices-and suggests powerful ways 

to put those practices into action.

karen l. mapp, anne t. henderson, stephany cuevas,  
martha c. franco, and suzanna ewert

foreword by vito j. borrello

EVERYONE
WINS!
The Evidence for  

Family-School Partnerships  
& Implications  

for Practice

Professional Books

See Even More at
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Start with friendship. Start with kindness. Start with adventure. Start with reading. Start with 

problem solving. Start with sharing. Start with perseverance. Start with health. Start with 

technology. Start with literacy. Start with math. Start with language. Start with understanding. 

Start with creativity. Start with inquiry. Start with curiosity. Start with communication. Start with 

music. Start with books. Start with engagement. Start with positivity. Start with movement. 

Start with play. Start with family. Start with community. Start with joy. Start with love. Start 

with friendship. Start with a strong foundation. Start with adventure. Start with reading. 	  

Start with problem-solving. Start with Scholastic. Start with perseverance. Start with health. Start 

with technology. Start with literacy. Start with math. Start with language. Start with understanding. 

Start with creativity. Start with inquiry. Start with curiosity. Start with communication. Start with 

music. Start with books. Start with engagement. Start with positivity. Start with movement. Start 

with play. Start with family. Start with community. Start with joy. Start with love. Start with friendship. 

Start with kindness. Start with adventure. Start with reading. Start with problem solving. Start 

with sharing. Start with perseverance. Start with health. Start with technology. Start with literacy. 

Start with math. Start with language. Start with understanding. Start with creativity. Start with 

inquiry. Start with curiosity. Start with communication. Start with music. Start with perseverance. 

Start with health. Start with technology. Start with literacy. Start with math. Start with language. 

Start with understanding. Start with creativity. Start with inquiry. Start with curiosity. Start with 

communication. Start with music. Start with books. Start with engagement. Start with positivity. 

Start with movement. Start with play. Start with family. Start with community. Start with joy. Start 

with love. Start with friendship. Start with kindness. Start with adventure. Start with reading. Start 

with problem solving. Start with sharing. Start with perseverance. Start with health. Start with 

technology. Start with literacy. Start with math. Start with language. Start with understanding. Start 

with creativity. Start with inquiry. Start with curiosity. Start with communication. Start with music. 
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High-quality early childhood education  
is one of the biggest investments we can make as a society  

to level the playing field for all children.
—The Handbook of Racial Equity in Early Childhood Education 

For more information on how Scholastic 
starts your learners with a strong foundation, 
visit scholastic.com/earlychildhood
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