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WRITER’S CHECKLIST
 �GOOD IDEAS! Keep your notebook and a pencil handy. Jot

down or sketch ideas when they come to you. Need an idea? Tell
about your favorite place to go, thing to do, or person (or pet) to
spend time with.

 �START STRONG! Write a strong first sentence to grab
your reader’s attention. This is called a hook. Hook your
readers with a surprising fact, an interesting question,
or an unusual description.

 �CHOOSE YOUR WORDS! Choose vivid words. Use sensory
details. Just-right words help readers connect with your writing.
Sensory details help readers see, hear, and feel what you’re
describing.

 �KEEP IT LIVELY! When you write, imagine you’re talking to a
friend. Keep it lively. Write some short sentences and some long
ones. Read your writing aloud to make sure it’s interesting.

 �FINISH STRONG! Write a strong ending. Summarize or
restate your topic. Leave your reader with something interesting
to think about.

 �CHECK, PLEASE! Did you check your spelling? Did you check
the punctuation? Did you check whether there’s something you
could add—or take away—to make your writing clearer?

 �FINISH LINE! Write a beautiful final draft. Craft a strong title.
Create an illustration, if you like. Share your work with confidence!
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Stranded in the Sea
A baby hippo was stranded in the sea! People ran to the beach.

“Find a rope!” cried a man. 

“Use my net!” screamed a child.

They tried to help. It was not easy. The wild hippo tore the nets. 
He got free from the rope. People feared he could not be saved. 
Then a man came in a boat.

“Do not be afraid,” said the man to the hippo. “I am here. You 
are safe.”

The brave man held the hippo. Someone put a net on him.

On the beach, people cheered. Happy cries were heard a 
mile away!

BRING THE TEXT TO LIFEBRING THE TEXT TO LIFE
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Organize and Compare Data

How Owen and Mzee  
show friendship

How the friendship helped  
Owen and Mzee

“�Mzee began to accept his 
new companion.”

“Owen felt safe with Mzee.”

“�Sometimes Owen would walk 
away from Mzee, and Mzee 
would follow.”

“Mzee grew friendlier.”

WRITING POWERWRITING POWER
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