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LIVING THINGS
Features of 
Creatures
Animal Characteristics

Fur
by Eric Geron | 32 pages | Informational Text

Explore the amazing world of animal fur! Learn about fantastic fur—from 
whiskers to stripes. See how fur helps to keep animals warm or cool, and also 
safe from predators. Join in for a fun, furry adventure! 

Text Complexity

GRADE 2 • KNOWLEDGE LIBRARY BOOK • TEACHER CARD

Essential Question 
How do animals survive 
in nature?

Before Reading
Engage Read the title and talk about the striking pattern of 
the tiger’s fur. Remind children of the Essential Question. What 
do you think an animal’s fur has to do with its surviving?

Introduce Genre: Informational Text Remind children 
that an informational text provides facts about a real topic. 
Together, browse the Contents page and share the engaging 
titles.

Preview Content Vocabulary Let children know they’ll be 
encountering these words as they read.

• 	�mammal (noun) a warm-blooded animal that has hair
or fur and usually gives birth to live babies (p. 6)

• predator (noun) an animal that kills other animals for
food (p. 9)

• 	�camouflage (verb) to blend in with your surroundings
(p. 22)

First Reading: Share Big Ideas and Wonderings 
Read aloud the text and have children follow along, or 
have children read the text independently. After reading, 
guide children to discuss the Big Ideas and share 
their Wonderings.

Big Ideas What facts did you learn about fur? What new words 
did you discover in the book? 

Share Wonderings Encourage children to share their 
wonderings. You might suggest using the following sentence 
starters: 

I wonder why __ _____ _____ ____ __ ______ ___  .       
I wonder how __ _____ _____ ____ __ ______ ___  .  

Comprehension Support: 
Explain Scientific Terms
Help children understand that 
animals can be warm-blooded  
or cold-blooded. Explain that  
a warm-blooded animal’s body 
keeps its temperature constant, 
while a cold-blooded animal, like 
a snake, uses its environment  
to control its body temperature.

1

Second Reading: Build Comprehension and Vocabulary
Read through the text again, and this time use these stopping-point prompts to build 
knowledge. Some children might benefit from discussing what they read at each point. 

Big Ideas pp. 6–7 The animals in these photographs are mammals. What do all mammals  
have in common? In what ways do these mammals look different from each other?
Deep Thinking pp. 8–9 Why would a mammal hide from a predator? Why would  
a mammal hide from its prey? 
MLs  Explain that the phrase “to play a role” (p. 8) means “to do a job.” Point out the 
descriptions in the text of the different jobs that fur has.
Vocabulary pp. 10–13 The author explains that the fur of many animals has a topcoat and  
an undercoat. What is the purpose of each?
Big Ideas pp. 14–15 The author says that many animals rely on their fur to protect them from the 
sun. How do animals with little fur protect themselves from the sun?  
How do people protect themselves from the sun?  
Deep Thinking pp. 16–21 How does an animal’s fur help it survive in its habitat?  
Why is Fur-mometer a good title for these pages?  
MLs  Provide children with this sentence starter: The color of a mammal’s fur helps it survive by _____   .
Deep Thinking pp. 22–23 The author says that darker-colored fur can help animals stay warmer. 
Why do many arctic animals, though they live in cold, snowy places, have white fur? 

Vocabulary pp. 24–26 Why are whiskers and quills special? How do animals use them to protect 
themselves from predators?
MLs  Help children locate the whiskers and quills on the animals in the photographs. 
Big Ideas pp. 28–29 What happens when an animal sheds its fur? Why is it helpful to the animal? 

1

2

KNOWLEDGE LIBRARY BOOK • TEACHER CARD

Comprehension Support:  
Make Inferences
Explain that readers can 
combine what they learn in 
the text with what they already 
know to figure out something 
new. Review the meanings of 
predator and prey and ask: Why 
would it be helpful to hide while 
trying to capture something? 

2
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Focus on Differentiated Instruction
Use your observations, formative assessment, or data from available assessments to match children to appropriate instruction.
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After Reading: Wrap Up
•	Essential Question: Refer to the Essential Question 

and ask children what they learned from the book that 
helps to answer it.

•	Knowledge Notes: Help children record what they 
learned. Encourage them to share their notes with 
partners and/or families.

Write About Reading
To encourage writing in response to a text, present children 
with these choices for writing activities.

•	Write two ways that the fur of mammals helps them survive. 
Look back in the book to find ideas. (Informative/Explanatory)

•	Choose a favorite animal from the book. Describe the animal 
and tell how its fur helps it survive. (Informative/Explanatory)

 �MLs  Allow children to draft their responses in their home 
language first and then transfer to English. Point out the  
words from the glossary on page 31 that might be helpful.

Figurative Language: Similes
Introduce Explain that sometimes authors compare things 
using the words like or as. In comparing things, the author 
helps the reader better understand the information. 

Show Point out the use of the word like to make a 
comparison on page 12. The author wrote, ”The topcoat acts 
like a rain jacket by protecting the undercoat from getting 
wet.” Say: Since I know that a rain jacket can protect me from 
getting wet in the rain, I can understand how the topcoat helps 
the mammal. 

Try It! Together discuss the similes on pages 13, 15, 20, and 
21. Talk about what is being compared and why it is helpful 
for the author to use these comparisons. 

Then challenge children to compare an animal in one of the 
photos to something else using the word like. Give a hint by 
reminding children that they might compare its color, its size, 
or the way it moves to something else. 

Fluency: Reading for Automaticity
Introduce Let children know that repeated readings can help 
them build accuracy and an appropriate rate. 

Show Locate the Contents page. Choose a chapter to turn to. 
Read a section several times to demonstrate how to practice 
reading for greater automaticity. 

Try It! Have children work with partners. Have them each 
choose a chapter from the Contents page. Then have each 
partner take a turn at reading a section a few times, working 
on correcting their mistakes and reading with greater 
accuracy and fluency each time. Then have them listen as 
their partner does the reading aloud. 

Speaking and Listening: Fantastic Fur
Introduce Recall with children that they have been reading 
about all the different ways an animal’s fur helps it to 
survive in its surroundings. Say: Let’s talk about why we can 
say that an animal’s fur is fantastic. 

Show Model how to answer one of the questions below 
using part of the question in your answer. 

Try It! Have children work with the group to discuss and 
answer the questions below. 

•	How does fur help an animal stay warm?

•	How does fur help an animal stay cool?

•	How does fur help an animal hide from its predators?

•	How can whiskers help an animal keep safe?

Text Features: Text Boxes
Introduce Point out that authors use different kinds of text 
features to add information. 

Show Ask children to return to the text and focus attention 
on the text boxes. Note that each text box gives more 
information in a colored box with white text.

Try It! Have children use the information in the text boxes to 
answer questions about the text, such as: 

•	 	Look at the text box on page 6. Do you think it’s surprising 
that fur and human nails are made of the same material? 

•	Look at the text box on page 8. Why do you think dolphins and 
whales are hairless?

•	Look at the text box on page 16. How does the information in 
this box relate to the text on the rest of the page?
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Animalson the
Let’s see how some animals use their 
bodies to move from place to place.

Wiggle and SlitherWiggle and Slither  
Snakes have no arms, legs,  
or wings to help them move.  
They just have their super strong 
bodies! Snakes are so strong 
that they are able to pick up their 
bodies and push or pull forward 
on their bellies. This wiggling 
moves them forward and lets  
them slither across the ground.

Hop, Jump, Dive , and SwimHop, Jump, Dive , and Swim  
Frogs are travel masters on 
land and in water. On land, a 
frog uses its strong back legs to 
propel itself forward. It can hop 
or jump. When a frog is scared 
or startled, it may quickly dive 
into a pond, lake, or river. With 

its webbed feet, a frog 
can swim well. 

Flip and TumbleFlip and Tumble
The flic-flac spider  
lives in sandy 
places, where 
crawling over 
dunes can be 
impossible. But this spider can flip 
and tumble. It flips its long legs 
over its body to propel itself up 
and down the tall sand dunes. Its 
acrobatic legs help it tumble across 
the sand, moving twice as fast as 
most spiders! 

Syllable Types
Consonant + le, al, el Syllables

Remind children that when they read a multisyllabic word, it can be helpful to chunk the 
word into syllables. Point out that the words they need to know to read this text will have 
consonant + le, consonant + al, or consonant + el spellings.

Write these words for children: 

little   animals   travel

• Have a volunteer underline the letters that spell the /әl/ sound in little.
• Next, have a volunteer underline the letters that spell the /әl/ sound in animals.
• Finally, ask a volunteer to underline the letters that spell the /әl/ sound in travel.

Practice Reading Words
Write these words for children. Guide them to break each word into syllables and then 
read the word. If children need extra help, remind them that the /әl/ sound following a 
consonant can be spelled le, al, or el.

able   animals   bipedal   impossible   little   startled   travel   tumble   wiggle

MLs  Help children understand the words they are reading. Pronounce and define each word 
and show how to use it in a sentence. 

Preview the Text
Engage Read aloud the title and have children point to the word move. Preview the 
headings that tell about the amazing ways that animals move. 

• Introduce the content phrase “move forward” by writing the phrase and reading it
together. Point out that when animals move forward they move ahead.

• Call attention to the photo of the frog and note that frogs can swim in water. Write the
word water and have children read the word. Then find the photo of the penguin. Write
the word penguins and have children read the word.

First Reading 
•  For children who may be ready to read independently, have them whisper-read the text

on their own. Listen and give help as needed.
•  For children needing more support, have them echo-read the card with you as they

follow along with the text.

Second Reading 
• After reading the title, have children whisper-read independently or invite them to take

turns reading to a partner. Encourage children to read with expression. Give help as
needed. Some children will benefit from retelling the text at key points.

• For children needing more support, have them continue to echo-read the card with you
as they follow along with the text.

Syllable Types
•  Consonant + le: able, impossible,

little, startled, tumble, wiggle
• Consonant + al: animals, bipedal
• Consonant + el: travel

Content Words
• forward
• move
• penguins
• water

High-Frequency Word 
Review: from
Write this sentence and focus on the 
high-frequency word from:

Let’s see how animals move from place 
to place.

• Display the word. Say from. Ask
children to repeat it and say the four
sounds in the word: /f/ /r/ /u/ /m/.

• Note the beginning and ending
sound-spellings: /f/f, /r/r and /m/m.

• Identify the tricky spelling of the
vowel sound. The letter o spells the
/u/ sound instead of the letter u.

• Have children write the word.

LIVING THINGS
Features of Creatures
Card 3
Animal Characteristics 

Animals on the Move
Genre: Informational Text

Discover the amazing ways animals move—from wiggling snakes and 
diving frogs, to flipping spiders and hopping kangaroos. Learn how 
animals use their unique features to move and stay safe.

Essential Question
How do animals survive 
in nature? 

GRADE 2 • SHORT READS DECODABLES • TEACHER CARD

SHORT READS DECODABLES • TEACHER CARD
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After Reading: Build Comprehension and Knowledge
Use the following questions to monitor text comprehension and reinforce knowledge and vocabulary.

• Big Ideas Why is it important for frogs to have strong legs and webbed feet?
• Vocabulary What definition of bipedal does the author give? Besides using their two legs, what do humans use when they swim? 

When they climb playground bars? When they do cartwheels?
• Big Ideas In what ways are snakes different from the other animals in this text? 
• Deep Thinking Now think about sea animals. How do whales use their bodies to move? How do fish use their bodies to move?

MLs  Some children benefit from responding in their home language first. Help those children transfer their ideas into English.  
Provide a sentence frame for children who need additional support, such as: Humans use their legs and arms to  .

Focus on Differentiated Instruction
You may use your observations, formative assessment, or data from available assessments to match children to instruction.

Vocabulary: Focus on Synonyms
Introduce Explain that a synonym is a word that has almost 
the same meaning as another word. Point out that authors use 
synonyms to make their writing more interesting and informative. 

 Show Write these sentences for children and underline the 
word move. Point out that move is used in both sentences. 

The snake can move forward.

The snake can move across the ground. 

Then say: Instead of using move again, I think a good synonym 
for the word move in this sentence would be slither. Write the 
sentence with the synonym.

The snake can slither across the ground. 

Try It! Together, brainstorm other synonyms for the word 
slither in this sentence. Your list may include slide, crawl, 
creep, glide, and wriggle. Have children take turns reading the 
second sentence with the synonym for slither.

Fluency: Partner Reading
Introduce Tell children that they will read with partners today. 
One child will read aloud, and then the other child will read.

Show Demonstrate with a child partner. Read the first 
sentence under the section “Wiggle and Slither.” Then have 
your child partner read the next sentence. Repeat until you 
finish the paragraph. Help your partner as needed.

Try It! Have children work with a partner and choose 
another section to read. Have them take turns reading a 
sentence at a time. Let partners know they should help each 
other when they can. 

Multisyllabic Words: Blending Syllables
Introduce Remind children that breaking a word into syllables 
can help them read longer words. Point out that each syllable in 
a word has a vowel sound. Explain that children can read each 
syllable, blend the syllables, and read the word.  

Show Display the word animal. Then say: I can clap the 
syllables and see that there are three syllables. We know that 
every syllable has a vowel sound. So, we can find three vowel 
sounds—/a/, /i/, and /ә/. I can break the word into syllables, 
blend the syllables, and read the word an-i-mal, animal.

Try It! Say each word and ask children to clap and count the 
syllables. Then write the words. For each word, have children 
underline the vowels, blend the syllables, and say the word: 

a-ble   bi-pe-dal   im-poss-i-ble   lit-tle

star-tled   trav-el   tum-ble   wig-gle

Speaking and Listening: How Do They Move?
Introduce Remind children that when answering questions 
about a text, they should restate part of the question in 
their answers.

Show Demonstrate how to ask a question and then restate 
your question in the answer.

• Question: How does a snake move?
• Answer: A snake moves by wiggling and slithering.

Try It! Have children take turns asking and answering 
questions about the text. Listen in and give help as needed. 
Children may use these questions to help them get started.

• In which two ways can frogs move?
• How do penguins move when they are on land?

Spelling: Writing From Dictation
Dictate this sentence for children to write. Point out there 
will be words with consonant + le, al, and el syllables. You 
may want to model the writing. Children may illustrate the 
sentence.     

This little animal tumbles when it travels. 
MLs  Introduce the sentence with context, such as: Write this 
sentence about how a little spider will tumble to move and travel 
along. 

Write About Reading
Ask children to make a chart. On the left side, write the name 
of an animal. On the right side, write the action word that tells 
how it moves. (Informative/Explanatory)

Wrap Up the Reading
• Essential Question: Refer to the Essential Question and 

elicit information that might help to answer it.
• Knowledge Notes: Help children record what they learned 

and later share their notes with partners and/or families.

SHORT READS DECODABLES • TEACHER CARD
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Sound the Alarm!
April 26th, 1777, was a dark and stormy 

night. Sixteen-year-old Sybil Ludington’s 
father asked her to help him sound the alarm. 
He was a colonel (KER-nuhl) in the Continental 
Army. He knew that British troops were about 
to invade their town in Connecticut. He asked 
Sybil to gather local fighters in time to help 
defend the town. If she didn’t, all their homes 
and farms would likely be burned to the 
ground.
 In a flash, Sybil jumped on her horse, Star, 
armed with only a stick. Into the darkness 
she went. She rode over bumpy ground in a 
terrible rainstorm, trying to avoid capture. 
But the British Army was not her only 
threat. A group of British loyalists known 
as the brutal Highwaymen were lurking all 
over the land, ready to attack and rob her.
 Sybil faced countless risks. But she rode 
on, stopping to bang her stick on doors for 
40 miles. She had to wake the men her father 
needed so they could join the fight. Finally, 
at dawn, she returned home, completely 
drained of energy and soaked to the skin.
 Or did she?

LUDINGTON LUDINGTON
In 1777, Sybil Ludington’s dad had news that the British 
were about to attack. Did 16-year-old Sybil really 
ride 40 miles on horseback to warn the troops? Many 
American history experts think she did.

Map of Sybil Ludington’s Famous Ride 
Sybil Ludington rode alone at night for 40 miles to  
warn the 400 men in her father’s army.

The Midnight Ride of . . . 

SYBILSYBIL
LUDINGTON LUDINGTON 

SYBILSYBIL

ADVANCED DECODABLES • TEACHER CARD

Targeted Elements
Multisyllabic Words With Morphemes: 
believable, biography, completely, 
Continental, convinced, countless, 
darkness, distrust, fighters, finally, loyalists, 
remarkable, returned, stormy, unlike

Content-Area Words 
•  colonel: an officer in the Army, Air

Force, or Marines, ranking below a 
general

•  famous: very well known to many
people

•  invasion: the act of sending soldiers
into a place to control it

High-Frequency Highlights
Use these steps to guide instruction:

•  Read the word. Have students echo.
•  Use the word in a sentence. Discuss its

meaning or usage.
• Identify sounds or parts of the word.
• Ask students to write the word.

believe

sentence: If you always tell the truth, 
people are likely to believe you.

meaning: “to accept as true or real” 

parts: Notice that in the second syllable, 
the letters ie together spell the long-e 
sound. Point out that no English words 
end in v, so there’s a silent e at the end of 
the word.

there

sentence: There are many stars in 
the sky.

usage: “a word used to introduce a 
sentence in which the verb comes before 
the subject” (context-specific)

parts: Notice the tricky vowel spelling of 
the vowel sound. The letters ere spell the 
sound /âr/ (air). 

YESTERDAY & TODAY
Revolution!
The Birth of American 
Democracy 

The Midnight Ride of . . . Sybil Ludington
Genre: Informational Article

We know about the midnight ride of Paul Revere. But have you heard of the 
midnight ride of Sybil Ludington? Read to find out about this remarkable teen.

GRADE 4 • ADVANCED DECODABLES • TEACHER CARD

Essential Question  
What motivated people to 
fight for independence?

Introduce: Multisyllabic Words With Morphemes
Explain to students that they can use what they have learned about prefixes and suffixes to 
read longer words. Point out that words can have more than one prefix or suffix and that 
identifying these word parts can make it easier to read and understand longer words.

Write the word unknowingly. Model identifying each part of the word: the prefix (un-), the 
base word (know), the ending (-ing), and the suffix (-ly). Guide students to read each part and 
then put the parts together to read the whole word.

Then think aloud about how to use the meaning of the base word and affixes to help figure 
out the word’s meaning. I know that the prefix un- can mean “not.” The ending -ing shows that 
something is happening over time, and the suffix -ly describes how an action word is done. I can 
add these meanings to the base word know, which means “to be aware of something.” The word 
unknowingly describes an action that is done with the person not knowing it.

Practice Reading Words With Affixes
Write the following words for students: believable, countless, returned, distrust, extremely. 
Guide them to use the following steps to read the words, keeping in mind that breaking 
words into prefixes, suffixes, and base words can help them read longer words:

1.  Look: Find and read the base word. (It may have a change!)
2.  Find: Read the added word part(s). (For these words, help students identify the

prefixes and suffixes as needed.)
3. Read: Put it all together and read the word.
4. Fix: Adjust your pronunciation or try another vowel sound as needed to read the word.

MLs  Help students understand the multisyllabic words above. Support them by defining each 
word and then having them read the word out loud and use it in a sentence.

Read the Text
Engage Read aloud the title and have students repeat it. Talk about its meaning. Invite 
students to predict what they will learn about in this informational text.

First Reading Read aloud the text or have students who need less support read 
independently or with partners. Listen in and provide feedback as needed.

Second Reading Have students whisper-read with partners. Give help as needed. For 
students who may need more support, have them echo-read the text with you or pair them 
with a more fluent reader.

After Reading: Build Comprehension and Knowledge
Use the following questions to monitor comprehension and reinforce knowledge and 
vocabulary. Encourage students to use the text to help them explain their answers.

•  Big Ideas What is Sybil Ludington known for?
• Vocabulary Why was it important that Sybil warn her father’s troops of an invasion?
•  Deep Thinking How was Sybil’s ride similar to Paul Revere’s ride? How was it different?

MLs  Some students might benefit from expressing their responses in their home language 
first. Help those students transfer their ideas into English.
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Spelling: Writing From Dictation
Have students write these sentences with multisyllabic 
words and familiar high-frequency words. You may want to 
model the writing.

Sybil faced countless risks on her remarkable ride. 
She rode into the darkness on a stormy night.

MLs  Meaning informs spelling. To help students understand 
each sentence before they write it: read it out loud, have 
students read it with you, and discuss the meaning of 
concrete words or phrases. 

Write About Reading
Invite students to respond to this prompt. Guide them to use 
writing skills and strategies they’ve been working on.

•  Do you agree with the author that Sybil Ludington did a better 
job than Paul Revere? Why or why not? (Opinion/Argument)

Wrap Up the Reading
•  Essential Question: Discuss how this text helps shape 

students’ perspectives on the Essential Question for this topic. 
Invite pairs or small groups to discuss how the text adds to 
or changes their perspectives from prior discussions of this 
question. Ask students to record individual responses.

•  Knowledge Notes: Ask students to review and update their 
Knowledge Notes.

Focus on Differentiated Instruction
You may use your observations, formative assessment, or data from available assessments to match students  

to appropriate instruction. If you’re working with multilingual learners, you may want to prioritize the top boxes. 

ADVANCED DECODABLES • TEACHER CARD

Review: Building Words
Introduce Remind students that they can add prefixes and 
suffixes to base words to build new words.

Show Write the word fight. Model adding the suffix -er to 
the end of the word. I can add the suffix -er to fight to build 
the word fighter, meaning “one who fights.” I can also add the 
ending -s to build the word fighters, which changes the meaning 
to “more than one fighter.” 

Try It! Write the following base words and have students 
build at least two new words for each by adding a prefix, 
suffix, or ending: luck, behave, mark, trust, like. Invite 
volunteers to share their words and list them for the 
group. (Some possible answers: lucky, luckier, unlucky; 
behavior, behaving, misbehave; remark, marking, marker; liked, 
dislike, likely)

Text Features: Maps
Introduce Explain that the map shows the circular route of 
Sybil’s ride. Guide students to use the map to deepen their 
understanding of Sybil’s 40-mile ride.

Show Identify the parts of the map: the title, the 
introduction, the labels, and the scale of miles. Explain that 
the scale of miles shows how long one, two, and three miles 
appear on the map. One mile is the equivalent of the line 
from zero to one. That’s a small portion of the length that Sybil 
traveled. It helps me to understand that 40 miles is a very far 
distance to travel.

Try It! Have students find Sybil’s home on the map. As time 
permits, ask questions such as: What towns are closest to 
Sybil’s home? About how far is Lake Carmel from her home?

Review: Determining Word Meaning
Introduce Explain to students that if they don’t know what a 
word means, they can try breaking it into its parts (prefixes, 
suffixes, base word) to help them figure out the meaning.

Show Write the word unbelievable. Model using word parts 
to help determine the meaning. I recognize the base word 
believe, which means “to accept as true or real.” I see the prefix 
un-, which means “not.” I also see the suffix -able, which means 
“able to be.” If I put it all together, I see that the meaning of 
unbelievable is “not able to be believed.”

Try It! Write the following words and have students use the 
word parts to determine each word’s meaning: explorer, 
greatest, preview, disappointed, forgetful, disrespectful. Explain 
meanings of word parts as needed. 

Fluency: Accuracy/Automaticity
Introduce Point out that readers may need to adjust their 
reading rate, or speed, for different types of text. They 
may need to slow down when they read texts that include 
unfamiliar terms or topics. They may want to speed up when 
reading a text that shares exciting or dramatic events.

Show Read the first paragraph of the text at a normal rate, 
then pause and say: Wait. This is a lot of information to take 
in. I need to slow down. Then reread, slowing your pace and 
pausing after each sentence.

Try It! Choose a section of the text for students to practice 
reading aloud, such as the second paragraph of “Sound the 
Alarm!” and the first paragraph of “Fact or Fiction?” Have 
them adjust their reading rate to take in and comprehend 
the information presented. Provide coaching and feedback 
as needed.
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