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Rising Voices: Honoring the Richness of Black Stories offers an expertly curated collection of fiction and informational texts that highlight the 

achievements and experiences of Black people in the United States and beyond. The collection helps foster a more comprehensive understanding of 

the world we live in, while it develops critical thinking skills among students and is supported by meaningful and purposeful literacy instruction. 

Each grade-level library comprises 50 books in total, with two copies of each of the 25 titles.

Grades K–5 Title List

Kindergarten | Title Author(s) Illustrator(s)

The Boy Who Found His Voice Tyler Gordon Tyler Gordon

The Queen of Kindergarten Derrick Barnes Vanessa Brantley-Newton

Little Big Man Varian Johnson Reggie Brown

Julie and the Mango Tree Sadé Smith Sayada Ramdial

Wash Day Love Tanisia Moore Raissa Figueroa

Daddy and Me and the Rhyme to Be Chris Bridges & Halcyon Person Parker-Nia Gordon

Jayden's Impossible Garden Mélina Mangal Ken Daley

Lubaya's Quiet Roar Marilyn Nelson Philemona Williamson

Mommy's Khimar Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow Ebony Glenn

One Love: Based on the Song by Bob Marley Cedella Marley Vanessa Brantley-Newton

Too-Small Tyson JaNay Brown-Wood Anastasia Magloire Williams

Beach Day! Kelly Starling Lyons Nina Mata

When Black Girls Dream Big Tanisia Moore Robert Paul Jr.

The Way Champs Play Naomi Osaka Kamala Nair

Together We Swim Valerie Bolling Kaylani Juanita

Bros Carole Boston Weatherford Reggie Brown

My Rainy Day Rocket Ship Markette Sheppard Charly Palmer

The Old Boat Jarrett Pumphrey & Jerome Pumphrey Jarrett Pumphrey & Jerome Pumphrey

I Got the School Spirit Connie Schofield-Morrison Frank Morrison

Anna Carries Water Olive Senior Laura James

Charlie Makes a Splash!
Holly Robinson Peete, RJ Peete & 
Shane W. Evans

Shane W. Evans
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Kindergarten | Title (Continued) Author(s) Illustrator(s)

Nivea's Blue Guitar Nivea Smothers & Carline Smothers Fuuji Takashi

Chloé Saves the Day / Chloé Rezoud Pwoblèm Nan Jamie Hector & Alaine Roberson Rachel Moss

Kicks Van G. Garrett Reggie Brown

Soul Food Sunday Winsome Bingham C. G. Esperanza

Grade 1 | Title Author(s) Illustrator(s)

My Day With the Panye Tami Charles Sara Palacios​

Song in the City Daniel Bernstrom Jenin Mohammed​

Saturday Morning at the 'Shop Keenan Jones Ken Daley​

A Cup of Quiet Nikki Grimes Cathy Ann​ Johnson​

My Daddy Is a Cowboy Stephanie Seales C. G. Esperanza

Juneteenth Is Natasha Tripplett​ Daniel J​. O'Brien​

Kick Push Frank Morrison​ Frank Morrison​

Layla's Happiness Mariahadessa Ekere​ Tallie Ashleigh Corrin

Nell Plants a Tree Anne Wynter​ Daniel Miyares

One Whole Me Dia Mixon​ Natalia Jiménez Osorio

Southwest Sunrise Nikki Grimes​ Wendell Minor​

The Gabi That Girma Wore Fasika Adefris & Sara Holly Ackerman Netsanet Tesfay

The Secret of the Plátano Luz Maria Mack Stephany Mesa 

Martin's Dream Christine Platt​ Anuki López​

Princess Hair Sharee Miller Sharee Miller

Bronzeville Boys and Girls Gwendolyn Brooks​ Faith Ringgold​

Jayden's Secret Ingredient Mélina Mangal​ Ken Daley

Lab Magic Kelly Starling​ Lyons Nina Mata​

Kicks for a Cause Christopher Stewart​ Lala Stellune​

Makeda Makes a Home for Subway Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich Lydia Mba

I Like Hoops Juwanda G. Ford Jada Jeni Bennett​

Big Tune: Rise of the Dancehall Prince Alliah L. Agostini Shamar Knight-Justice

The Case of the Grumpy Cat / Pwoblèm Chat Mabyal la Jamie Hector & Alaine Roberson Rachel Moss

The Band in Our Basement Kelly J. Baptist Jenin Mohammed​

Together We Ride Valerie Bolling Kaylani Juanita
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Grade 2 | Title Author(s) Illustrator(s)

Cesaria Feels the Beat Denise Rosario Adusei​ Priscila Soares

My Very Favorite Book in the Whole Wide World Malcolm Mitchell​ Michael Robertson

Patrick and the Not So Perfect Party Anne Wynter​ Shirley Hottier​

Saturdays at Harlem Grown Tony Hillery​ Jessie Hartland​

Saving the Day: Garrett Morgan's Life-Changing Invention of the Traffic Signal Karyn Parsons​ R. Gregory Christie

Summer Is Here Renée Watson​ Bea Jackson

Sadiq and Hooyo's Drum Siman Nuurali​ Christos Skaltsas​

Abby in Orbit: Space Race Andrea J. Loney​ Fuuji Takashi​

Ayo's Adventure: Across the African Diaspora From Afro to Zulu Ain Heath Drew​ Erin K. Robinson​

Justice Ketanji: The Story of US Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson Denise Lewis Patrick​ Kim Holt​

Rise of the Green Flame Bernard Mensah​ Natasha Nayo

Sir Morien: The Legend of a Knight of the Round Table Holly Black & Kaliis Smith​ Ebony Glenn​

Sumaya Solves the Woodpecker Problem Aisha Ahmed​ Hamnah Rizwan

Too Small Tola Atinuke​ Onyinye Iwu​

A Day at the Museum Christine Platt​ Sharon Sordo​

The Sun Is So Quiet Nikki Giovanni​ Ashley Bryan​

Magnificent Homespun Brown Samara Cole​ Doyon​ Kaylani Juanita

Sankofa: A Culinary Story of Resilience and Belonging Eric Adjepong Lala Watkins

Aszi and the Octopus Tatyana Ali Tom Martinez

Haitian Hot Chocolate or Ginger Tea? Jinica Dauphin​ Jee Astoeti​

Double Dutch Queen DeAnn Wiley DeAnn Wiley

Trombone Shorty Troy Andrews​ Bryan Collier

My New Team Ryan & Krystle Howard​ Erwin Madrid​

Ruby Bridges: A Talk with My Teacher Ruby Bridges​ Trudy Tran​

Little Daymond Learns to Earn Daymond John​ Nicole Miles​

Grade 3 | Title Author(s) Illustrator(s)

King of the Ice Kelly Starling Lyons Wayne Spencer

Abdul's Story Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow Tiffany Rose

All Aboard the Schooltrain: A Little Story From the Great Migration Glenda Armand Keisha Morris
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Grade 3 | Title (Continued) Author(s) Illustrator(s)

Through Sand and Salt: A Tale of Discovery Across the Sahara Elizabeth Zunon Elizabeth Zunon

Peaches Gabriele Davis Kim Holt

I Am Farmer: Growing an Environmental Movement in Cameroon Baptiste Paul & Miranda Paul Elizabeth Zunon

We Dream a World Yolanda Renee King Nicole Tadgell

Pigskins to Paintbrushes: The Story of Football-Playing Artist Ernie Barnes Don Tate Don Tate​

Our Story Starts in Africa Patrice Lawrence Jeanetta Gonzales​

Anna Hibiscus Atinuke Lauren Tobia​

Freedom Soup Tami Charles Jacqueline Alcántara​

Going Down Home with Daddy Kelly Starling Lyons Daniel Minter​

J.D. and the Great Barber Battle J. Dillard Akeem S. Roberts

Freedom Braids Monique Duncan Oboh Moses

The Power of Her Pen: The Story of Groundbreaking Journalist Ethel L. Payne Lesa Cline-Ransome John Parra

There Was a Party for Langston Jason Reynolds Jerome Pumphrey & Jarrett Pumphrey

A Day with No Words Tiffany Hammond Kate Cosgrove

Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra Andrea Pinkney Brian Pinkney

Rica Baptista: Llamas, Iguanas, and My Very Best Friend Janet Costa Bates Gladys Jose

The Life-Changing Magic of Chess: A Beginner's Guide with Grandmaster 
Maurice Ashley

Maurice Ashley Denis Angelov

Leon the Extraordinary Jamar Nicholas Jamar Nicholas

Rock Star Kelly Starling Lyons Vanessa Brantley-Newton

Jerry Changed the Game!: How Engineer Jerry Lawson Revolutionized Video 
Games Forever

Don Tate Cherise Harris

Queen of the Sea Reese Eschmann

Mama's Library Summers Melvina Noel Daria Peoples

Grade 4 | Title Author(s) Illustrator(s)

How Do You Spell Unfair? Carole Boston Weatherford Frank Morrison​

Race to the Frozen North: The Matthew Henson Story Catherine Johnson​

The Legend of Gravity: A Tall Basketball Tale Charly Palmer​ Charly Palmer​

Ways to Share Joy Renée Watson​ Andrew Grey

Spark: Jim West's Electrifying Adventures in Creating the Microphone Ainissa Ramirez​ Setor Fiadzigbey

Akeem Keeps Bees! Kamal E. Bell Darnell Johnson
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Grade 4 | Title (Continued) Author(s) Illustrator(s)

Future Hero: Race to Fire Mountain Remi Blackwood Alicia Robinson

Jump at the Sun Alicia D. Williams Jacqueline Alcántara

Lion Lights: My Invention That Made Peace with Lions Richard Turere with Shelly Pollock Sonia Possentini

Rosa Nikki Giovanni Bryan Collier

When the Schools Shut Down: A Young Girl’s Story of Virginia’s “Lost 
Generation” and the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka Decision

Yolanda Gladden, as told to  
Dr. Tamara Pizzoli

Keisha Morris

The Equinox Test Liz Montague​ Liz Montague

The Sister Switch Sarah Mlynowski​ & Debbie Rigaud​ Maxine Vee

Young, Gifted and Black: Meet 52 Black Heroes from Past and Present Jamia Wilson​ Andrea Pippins

New in Town Sharee Miller Sharee Miller

Shirley Chisholm Is a Verb! Veronica Chambers Rachelle Baker

Sky Watcher Kelly Starling Lyons Nneka Myers

The Tyrell Show: Season One Miles Grose Shaz Lym 

Me and Muhammad Ali Jabari Asim AG Ford

Miles Morales: Shock Waves Justin A. Reynolds Pablo Leon

Inside the Park Andrea Williams

Who Am I? Kayden Hern & Jacqueline Hern Emmanuel Gyamfi Boateng​

Leon: Worst Friends Forever Jamar Nicholas​ Jamar Nicholas​

Martin & Mahalia: His Words, Her Song Andrea Davis​ Pinkney Brian Pinkney​

Out of Wonder	
Kwame Alexander with Chris Colderley 
and Marjory Wentworth

Ekua Holmes

Grade 5 | Title Author(s) Illustrator(s)

Overground Railroad Lesa Cline​-Ransome James Ransome​

Chef Edna: Queen of Southern Cooking, Edna Lewis Melvina Noel Cozbi A. Cabrera

When I Look Up Trey Baker​ Hillary Wilson​

Lewis Latimer: Engineering Wizard Denise Lewis​ Patrick Daniel Duncan​

Epic Ellisons: Cosmos Camp Lamar Giles​ Morgan Bissant​

The Last Last-Day-of-Summer Lamar Giles​ Dapo Adeola​

Frizzy Claribel A​. Ortega Rose Bousamra​

Freedom on the Sea: The True Story of the Civil War Hero Robert Smalls and 
His Daring Escape to Freedom

Michael Boulware​ Moore Bryan Collier

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky Kwame Mbalia​
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Grade 5 | Title (Continued) Author(s) Illustrator(s)

Shuri: Symbiosis Nic Stone

Stranded Nikki Shannon Smith

Going Places: Victor Hugo Green and His Glorious Book Tonya Bolden Eric Velasquez

Ways to Build Dreams Renée Watson Andrew Gray

Because of You, John Lewis Andrea Davis Pinkney Keith Henry Brown

Being Clem Lesa Cline-Ransome

Planting Peace: The Story of Wangari Maathai Gwendolyn Hooks Margaux Carpentier

Beware the Heartman Shakirah Bourne

Miles Morales: Stranger Tides Justin A. Reynolds Pablo Leon

Althea Gibson: The Story of Tennis' Fleet-of-Foot Girl Megan Reid Laura Freeman

Gamerville Johnnie Christmas Johnnie Christmas

Africa, Amazing Africa: Country by Country Atinuke Mouni Feddag

The Best Friend Bracelet Nicole D. Collier

J vs. K Kwame Alexander Jerry Craft

The Many Fortunes of Maya Nicole D. Collier

Timid Jonathan Todd Jonathan Todd


