
WINTER

Motivate children to read 
during holiday and winter 
breaks with festive tales  
to reinforce reading and 
writing skills.

� �Winter Break Reading 
Challenge

� �National Mentoring Month

� �World Read Aloud Day

� �Valentine’s Day and 
Clifford’s Birthday

� �Presidents’ Day

SPRING

Build home libraries and 
promote the value of 
reading outside of school as 
summer approaches.

� �National Nutrition Month

� �Read Across America Day 

� �National Poetry Month

� �Earth Day

� �Graduation and  
Moving Up Ceremonies

� �PreK and K Enrollment

SUMMER

Encourage students to read 
over the summer and stay 
sharp for next school year.

� �Summer Kickoff

� �One School/Community

� �1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten

� �Independence Day

� �International Youth Day

Set the tone for a great 
school year with autumn 
book giveaways to motivate 
readers and engage families.

� �New Student Enrollment

� �National Book Month

� �National Bullying  
Prevention Month

� �Fire Prevention Week

� �Halloween

� �Election Day

� �Giving Thanks and 
Thanksgiving

FALL

Did you know that access to books in the home is one of the strongest predictors 
of educational achievement? Explore over four decades of research on the impact 
of home libraries in this topic paper.
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The benefits of books in the home do not stop in childhood. Adults who grow up 

with home libraries are more likely to find work (Evans et al., 2015) and have higher 

reading, math, and technological competence than their peers with fewer books in 

their homes (Sikora et al., 2018). Research also shows that having books at home as 

a child results in higher adult brain function (Berns et al., 2013; Weinstein et al., 2021), 

increased empathy (Kidd & Castano, 2013), and better physical health (Dewalt, 2005; 

Weinstein et al., 2021). Along with all that, books at home just might keep people alive 

longer (Bavishi et al., 2017).
Still, despite a longstanding and ever-growing body of research on the benefits of 

reading, a 2010 study of 21 nations revealed that nearly one-third of American families 

(28%) have fewer than 25 books in the home (Evans et al., 2010).

Researcher Susan Neuman puts it plainly: “Environment matters for literacy 

development. And the good news for researchers and educators is that it is highly 

attainable” (Neuman, 2016, p. 115).There is a convincing progression of findings when considering the impact of  

home libraries.
1. Access to home libraries is unequivocally linked to student achievement and to 

lifelong success.2. Children without access to reading materials in the home are more likely to suffer 

learning losses when out of school.

3. Home libraries are one of the best tools schools and communities have to combat 

learning loss.

This paper summarizes the importance of creating a literacy-rich home environment 

for all children, and outlines the essential components of a student home library—a 

tangible, cost-effective way to afford every child access to a bright, successful future. 

THE LANDSCAPE:  
THE READING ACHIEVEMENT GAP

Educators and families alike can attest to the toll that the COVID-19 pandemic has 

taken on academic learning for myriad reasons, including community health issues, the 

challenges of remote learning, district-wide budget cuts, decreased family resources, 

teacher shortages, and mental-health challenges.

The most recent 2022 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) showed 

that the average reading score on the NAEP fell three points from 2019 to 2022—the 

largest drop since 1990. This sobering decline spanned students’ race, income level, 

school type, and location, and it disproportionately affected students in the bottom 10th 

percentile nationwide—students more likely to be from low-income communities and 

communities of color.Educators have already begun impressive work to help increase achievement across the 

student population. Research tells us, however, that the work of closing the gap involves 

efforts and resources outside of the school day. Alexander et al. (2007)  found that, 

prior to high school, learning gains across family income levels are nearly equal during 

the school year. It is time outside of school—specifically larger blocks of it—that are 

a challenge due to what they call “the unequalizing press of children’s out-of-school 

learning environments” (Alexander et al., 2007, p. 168). 

The achievement gap by family income traces substantially to unequal learning 

opportunities in children’s home and community environments 

(Alexander et al., 2007, p. 168).These findings track with an earlier study that revealed “the achievement levels of 

children from poor socioeconomic backgrounds increase on par with those from 

favored economic backgrounds when school is open” (Entwisle et al., 1997, p. 

152). By the end of Grade 5, however, the gap between the wealthiest and poorest 

students widens to nearly three years—even for those low-income students who 

entered school with a learning gap of less than one year (Entwisle et al., 1997). 
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Manu (2019) found that “the likelihood of being on track in literacy-numeracy almost 

doubled if at least one book was available at home compared to when there was none” 

(p. 1). This finding was supplemented by research indicating that each additional book 

in a home library has larger benefits for families with fewer books than for families with 

many (Sikora et al., 2018). 
While there is no agreement on the exact number of books needed for a sustained, 

measurable impact on young people, a survey of the research on the ideal quantity of 

books in a home library reveals a variety of insights.

BOOKS THAT REFLECT THEMSELVES AND THE WORLD

Recent research indicates that effective home libraries cultivate appreciation for 

diversity and empathy, allowing students to better understand not only the people 

and world around them, but also themselves (Cleaver, 2020). Books in a home library 

should reflect students’ personal experiences and culture while positively depicting 

the rich tapestry of cultural and ethnic groups around them (Worthy & Roser, 2010).

Books are sometimes windows, offering views of worlds that may be real or imagined, 

familiar or strange. These windows are also sliding glass doors, and readers have only 

to walk through in imagination to become part of whatever world has been created and 

recreated by the author. When lighting conditions are just right, however, a window can also be a mirror. 

Literature transforms human experience and reflects it back to us, and in that reflection 

we can see our own lives and experiences as part of the larger human experience. 

Reading, then, becomes a means of self-affirmation, and readers often seek their mirrors 

in books (Bishop 1990, p .ix).
Every educator understands this intuitively, having seen students transfixed by mirrors 

and opening and walking through sliding glass doors. When children find themselves 

in the books they read, the experience feels magical. All children require windows and 

sliding glass doors to thrive—and home libraries are an essential component of this. 

Children from dominant cultural and social groups have no trouble finding mirrors in 

texts. But if they are always staring into the mirror, they become transfixed, unable to 

find empathy or understanding for those who are not like them. They require windows 

onto the world beyond their small piece of it, and sliding glass doors to walk through 

in order to see themselves as part of an enormous whole. 

The reverse is also true. As Bishop (1990) writes in her landmark text, Mirrors, 

Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors: “When children cannot find themselves reflected 

in the books they read, or when the images they see are distorted, negative, or 

laughable, they learn a powerful lesson about how they are devalued in the society of 

which they are a part” (p. 557).
HOW MANY BOOKS?

While the precise number of books needed to produce the optimal impact on 

children’s growth is not clear, one thing is certain: when a child begins their home 

library journey with few books in their home, even one book can make a difference in 

their reading lives. 

THE CONTINUUMFive Books: Reading five books during the summer can prevent a decline in reading 

achievement when returning to school (Kim, 2006). 

Twenty-Five Books: A child who hails from a home with 25 books will, on average, 

complete two more years of school than a child from a home without any books at all 

(Evans et al., 2010).Forty Books: When second-graders were given 40 carefully selected books over three 

years for their home libraries, their fluency improved, and parents reported increased 

time spent reading at home during weekends, holidays, and summer breaks (Minkel, 2012). 

 

More Than Eighty Books: While literacy increases beyond an 80-book home library, 

at some point the benefits of a home book collection level off in relation to reading 

skills—more than 350 books in a home is not associated with significant literacy gains 

(Sikora et al., 2018).However, growing up in a home with 500 books has other benefits—propelling a child 

an average of 3.2 years further in education than peers in an otherwise similar home 

with few or no books. That child is 33% more likely to finish the ninth grade and 36% 

more likely to finish high school than an otherwise identical child from a home with no 

books (Evans et al., 2010).THE RESEARCH IS CLEAR 

Books in the home matter.

Eighty Books: Having 
approximately 80 books 

in an adolescent home 
library raises literacy 

levels to average  
(Sikora et al., 2018).
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Adult literacy by library size in adolescence

Number of books at home when 16 years old  N=162,955
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Book giveaways are a great way to build the home-school connection. And they’re even 
more fun (and effective) when you schedule them around holidays. 

Here are some ideas to help you plan your next book giveaway day.

Plan a Book Giveaway Day!

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/339618704/i/



